RFHP SCIENCE AND DATA COMMITTEE

Big Cedar Lodge

22 June 2010

1. Presentations at Southern Division AFS Meeting 
25-28 Feb 2010

a. Update Reservoir Committee on Partnership activities-Jeff Boxrucker
i. Reservoir Committee agreed to serve as SE Region Working Group

b. SDC met on 26 Feb; Presentations on:

i. Habitat Impairment Assessment-Steve Miranda (MS State Univ)
1. Publications on survey

a. An Index of Reservoir Habitat Impairment-Environmental Monitoring Assessment-Feb 2010

b. Fish Habitat Degradation in U.S. Reservoirs-Fisheries-April 2010

ii. Metrics-Reed Green (USGS)
iii. Classification-Gary Whelan (MI DNR; NFHAP staff)
iv. Update from NFHAP Science and Data Team-Peter Esselman (MI State Univ)
v. Presentations followed by brainstorming session-developed strategies for moving impairment survey and metrics/classification system forward

c. Overview of RFHP-general session
J.Boxrucker

2. J. Boxrucker presented webex to Midwest Glacial Lakes Partnership on habitat assessment methods being used by RFHP-16 April 2010
3. Funding to Miss State Univ and USGS available May 2010

a. Miranda hired Rebecca Burch-PhD student MS State Univ.
b. Green (USGS) hired Kirk Rodgers-PhD student Univ AR-Little Rock
4. Revised Habitat Impairment Assessment Survey currently in review (Link: http://www.krogmandesign.com/).
a. Will be field tested by Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation staff-July 2010

b. Distributed nationwide August 2010; letter to fish chiefs from RFHP encouraging staff participation in survey

5. Populate metrics spreadsheet from reservoirs in southeast

a. On-line databases

i. Review available data

ii. Determine data gaps and explore additional sources

iii. Expand to reservoirs nationwide

6. SDC will participate in symposium entitled "The Big Picture of Fish Habitat-How Science Supports Conservation Under the National Fish Habitat Action Plan."-American Fisheries Society Annual Meeting-16 September 2010

7. Eight presentations at North American Lake Management Society Annual Meeting-30 Oct-6 Nov 2010
8. SDC participate in symposium on fisheries habitat assessment methods at the Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference-Dec 2010

