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 Spawning/Nesting 

 Juvenile Cover 

 Ambush Cover 

 Foraging 

 Refuge 

Structural Fish Habitat 
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Structure Program History 



Structure Type and Placement 



Fish Attractor 
 vs. 

 Large Scale Fish Habitat Enhancement 



Large Scale Habitat Enhancement 



Large Scale Habitat Projects 





Drawdown Opportunities 



www.fishandboat.com/Resource/Habitat/Pages/LakeImprovementPlans 

Project Plan Map 



 

Short Vertical Plank Structure (SVP or Shorty) 



Short Vertical Plank Structure (SVP or Shorty) 



Black Willow Growth During Drawdown 



Black Willow Growth During Drawdown 
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Habitat Effect Hypotheses 

Increased system 
productivity 
 

• Increased periphyton 
• Increased recruitment 

of fishes 
• Increased growth rates 

 
 



Can we link habitat QUANTITY to 
population qualities? 

• Recruitment, growth, and mortality 

How much habitat is needed to 
increase GROWTH of ADULT 
Largemouth Bass? 

• Decrease activity 
• Decrease home range 
• Increase consumption of high energy 

prey (Shad, Bluegill, etc.) 

Reservoir Fisheries Habitat Questions 



PFBC Habitat Web Page Videos 

 Pymatuning Res., Crawford Co.   
 Pymatuning Video.mp4 

 Beltzville Lake, Carbon Co.  
 Beltzville Lake (edited bsp).mp4 

 Presque Isle Bay, Erie Co. 
 https://youtu.be/_7IGRcE6cx8   

 Quemahoning Res., Somerset Co. 
 https://youtu.be/XLrj4Oz4Ld4   
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Questions? 
Ben Page 

Lake Habitat Section Chief 

Division of Habitat Management 

bepage@pa.gov 

 

 


