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▪ A grass-roots effort to 
improve  fish habitat 
in our nation’s 
reservoirs

▪ Connects public 
partners with  
agencies on habitat 
projects



1. Financial Benefits
 eligibility to use FOR 501(c)(3) designation

 enhanced fundraising capacity by part of a national organization 
(RFHP and NFHP); guidance and assistance; organization and 
capacity development

 banking services

2. Project Assistance
 eligibility for project funding by the RFHP – priority points

 Small projects grants ($1000) exclusively for FOR members

 Mossback projects grants ($1000 of product wholesale) 
exclusively for FOR members

 grant writing/application assistance
 2-totaling $70,000 grants from Shell Oil to help PFBC with habitat work

 Working with Wichita Falls Foundation to secure grants for Lake 
Wichita restoration

 some grants require non-profit status (FOR)



3. Technical Support 

 Web site and other services

 Developing a BMP site

 BMP manual

 Educational forums and meetings (RFHP annual meeting)

 Access to reservoir inventory and assessments 

 Networking with others

4.  Recognition

 FOR logo, bumper stickers and other materials

 Annual “Friend of Reservoirs” awards 

 NFHP’s Ten Waters to Watch program gives projects national 
exposure

 Table Rock, MO; Lake Conroe & Lake Livingston, TX; Lake 
Bloomington, IL, Lake Wichita, TX, Roosevelt Lake, AZ, Shelbyville 
Lake, IL, Elephant Butte, NM

 Club highlights on FOR website and newsletter













 58 projects in 19 states

 FOR: 36 projects

$935,000:5.7 million (1:6 funds leveraged)



RFHP provide seed 

money to be leveraged 

with local funds; 

501 (c) (3) provides 

donors with tax 

deduction



RFHP funded 10 projects in TX

• 20% of TX reservoirs are “moderately to high” or “highly” impaired 

by lack of structure

• All TX projects have structure component

• Most have been native vegetation restoration

• All have FOR partners



Lake Livingston
• 6 Independent school 

districts
• Bass Clubs
• Master Naturalists
• Chambers of Commerce
• 2015 Ten Waters to Watch
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QUESTIONS?


