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Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, 
through its employees and citizen commission and board, provides for the stewardship of the 
fish, wildlife, parks, and recreational resources of Montana, while contributing to the quality of 
life for present and future generations
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Acipenser transmontanus
Scaphirhynchus albus
Scaphirhynchus platorynchus
Polyodon spathula
Lepisosteus platostomus
Hiodon alosoides
Carassius auratus
Chrosomus eos

Chrosomus eos x C. neogaeus

Couesius plumbeus
Cyprinus carpio
Gila atraria
Hybognathus argyritis
Hybognathus hankinsoni
Hybognathus placitus
Macrhybopsis gelida
Macrhybopsis meeki
Margariscus nachtriebi
Mylocheilus caurinus
Notemigonus crysoleucas
Notropis atherinoides
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Notropis hudsonius
Notropis stramineus
Pimephales promelas
Platygobio gracilis
Ptychocheilus oregonensis
Rhinichthys cataractae
Richardsonius balteatus
Semotilus atromaculatus
Carpiodes carpio
Catostomus catostomus
Catostomus commersoni
Catostomus macrocheilus
Catostomus platyrhynchus
Cycleptus elongatus
Ictiobus bubalus
Ictiobus cyprinellus
Moxostoma macrolepidotum
Ameiurus melas
Ameiurus natalis
Ictalurus punctatus
Noturus flavus
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Osmerus mordax
Coregonus artedi
Coregonus clupeaformis
Oncorhynchus clarki bouvieri
Oncorhynchus clarki lewisi
Oncorhynchus mykiss
Oncorhynchus mykiss aguabonita
Oncorhynchus mykiss gairdneri
Oncorhynchus nerka
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha
Prosopium coulteri
Prosopium williamsoni
Salmo trutta
Salvelinus confluentus
Salvelinus fontinalis
Salvelinus namaycush
Thymallus arcticus
Esox lucius

Esox lucius x E. masquinongy

Umbra limi
Percopsis omiscomaycus
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Lota lota
Fundulus zebrinus
Gambusia affinis
Poecilia latipinna
Poecilia mexicana
Xiphophorus hellerii
Xiphophorus variatus
Culaea inconstans
Cottus bondi
Cottus cognatus
Cottus rhotheus
Cottus ricei
Cottus schitsuumsh
Myoxocephalus thompsonii
Morone chrysops
Ambloplites rupestris
Lepomis cyanellus
Lepomis gibbosus
Lepomis macrochirus
Micropterus dolomieu
Micropterus salmoides
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Pomoxis annularis
Pomoxis nigromaculatus
Etheostoma exile
Perca flavescens
Sander canadense
Sander vitreum
Aplodinotus grunniens

Note:
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Conserve, protect, and enhance fish and wildlife populations, their 
habitats, and the public’s opportunity to enjoy them.  

Restore, maintain, and protect native species and their habitats 

with

without
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Proactively manage fish and wildlife populations in a transparent and science-
based manner 

Manage game species in a way that provides recreational and sustainable harvest 
opportunities while minimizing conflicts 

Improve and protect fish and wildlife habitat so that high-priority areas are 
conserved and connected at a landscape level 

Invest in and use research, monitoring, and emerging technology so that 
management decisions are well informed 
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Anticipate and respond to emerging issues that will affect fish and wildlife 

Management Planning  

Description of current operations and/or areas of work 
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Special issues, challenges or initiatives  

Native Species Management  

Description of current operations and/or areas of work 
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Special issues, challenges or initiatives  
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Applicable laws, rules and policies 

87-1-201: 

Nonnative Species Management 

Description of current operations and/or areas of work 

Special Issues, challenges or initiatives 
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Monitoring Fish Populations and Ecological Health 

Description of current operations and/or areas of work 

Special issues, challenges or initiatives  

Angler Surveys 
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Description of current operations and/or areas of work 

 

Special issues, challenges or initiatives  

Regulation Setting Process  
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Applicable laws, rules, and policies

87-1-201: 

87-1-202: 

Drought-related Fishing Restrictions 

angling restriction
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angling closure

Applicable laws, rules and policies 

87-1-304

12.5.501-509

Bait Regulations and Live Fish Transport  

Description of current operations and/or areas of work 
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Special issues, challenges or initiatives  

Applicable laws, rules and policies

87-3-203: 

87-3-204: 

87-4-602:

87-4-608:

12.5.701-3:
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12.7.201: 

Description of current operations and/or areas of work 
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Overview of the State Fish Hatcheries 
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Special issues, challenges or initiatives  
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Applicable laws, rules and policies  

87-1-201:

87-1-301:

87-3-225

87-3-226:
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87-3-227:

87-3-201:

87-4-606:

87-4-601:

12.7.506: 

12.7.901: 

12.7.601: 

12.7.602: 

12.7.701: 

Hatchery Stocking, Policy

Fish Stocking into Waters that Require an Environmental Assessment, Policy.

Walleye Stocking, Policy
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Applicable laws, rules and policies

87-5-601:

87-5-713:

87-5-721:
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12.7.15:  

Illegal and Unauthorized Introduction of Aquatic Wildlife, Policy.

Description of current operations and/or areas of work 

Special issues, challenges or initiatives  
Myxobolus cerebralis

Tetracapsuloides bryosalmonae,
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Applicable laws, rules and policies 

87-3-210 –26: 

12.7.501 –7:    

Fish Health Policy. 

Wild Fish Transfer Policy. 

Bait Collection (license and fee required) 

Commercial Fishing (license required) 
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Fishing Contests, a.k.a. Fishing Derbies (permit required, fee varies) 

Hoop Net Fishing (permit required) 

Private Fish Ponds (permit and application fee required) 
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Scientific Collections (permit and fee required) 

Applicable laws, rules and policies 

87-2-311
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Conserve, protect, and enhance fish and wildlife populations, their 
habitats, and the public’s opportunity to enjoy them. 

water quantity
water quality

physical habitat features
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Description of current operations and/or areas of work

Special issues, challenges or initiatives
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Applicable laws, rules and policies  

Title 85:  
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Description of current operations and/or areas of work 
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Special issues, challenges or initiatives  

Applicable laws, rules and policies 

75-1-101 et seq.: 

75-5-101 et seq

75-7-101-125: 
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87-5-501 9: 

 

76-5-101 et seq.: 

77-5-307-7

Description of current operations and/or areas of work 
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Special issues, challenges or initiatives  
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Description of current operations and/or areas of work 

implementation effectiveness
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Special issues, challenges or initiatives  

Applicable laws, rules and policies 

  

87-1-257-259: 

87-1-272-273: 

87-1-283, 15-38-202: 
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87-1-274

Description of current operations and/or areas of work 
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Special issues, challenges or initiatives  

Applicable laws, rules and policies 

87-5-501-9: 

75-7-101-25: 

75-5-318: 

44



Provide diverse opportunities and services; 

Increase participation in recreational opportunities provided by fish, 
wildlife, and state park resources; 

Conserve, protect and enhance fish and wildlife populations, their 
habitats, and the public’s opportunity to enjoy them.  
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Description of current operations and/or areas of work 
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Special issues, challenges or initiatives  
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Applicable laws, rules and policies  

23-1-110

23-1-126

12.8.107

12.8.701-9

FAS Rule:  
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Description of current operations and/or areas of work 
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Special issues, challenges or initiatives  

Applicable laws, rules and policies  

12.11.401 –55:  

12.14.101 –70: 

Commercial Use Permit Biennial Fee Rule (2011 – 2013). 
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Description of current operations and/or areas of work 

Special issues, challenges or initiatives  

Applicable laws, rules and policies 

 
23-2-301: 

23-2-408: 
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Conserve, protect, and enhance fish and wildlife populations, their 
habitats, and the public’s opportunity to enjoy them.  
 
Capacity building for effective management.  
 

Restore, maintain, and protect native species and their habitats 

Improve and protect fish and wildlife habitat so that high-priority areas are 
conserved and connected at a landscape level 

Anticipate and respond to emerging issues that will affect fish and wildlife 
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Build advocacy, interest in, and support for fish, wildlife and state parks resources 

Description of current operations and/or areas of work 
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Applicable laws, rules and policies

 

87-1-207

87-3-105

87-3-210

87-3-221

87-3-222
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87-3-223:

87-5-701

87-5-705

87-5-721

80-7-1001-14:

 
12.11.34:

12.5.701-703:

12.5.706:  

12.5.707: 

12.6.2215:  
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Didymosphenia geminata
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Didymosphenia geminata
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South Fork Flathead Drainage Westslope Cutthroat Trout Conservation Program 
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Experimental removal of lake trout in Swan Lake 
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Illegal introduction of walleye in Swan Lake 
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Westslope Cutthroat Hybridization 

Illegal Fish Introductions 

Aquatic Invasive Species 

dreissenid
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Clark Fork River 

Flint Creek 
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Rock Creek 

116



117



Clark Fork River 
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Cladophora spp.

Flint Creek 
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Rock Creek 
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Social Conflicts on Rock Creek 
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Social Conflicts on the Blackfoot River 
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Social Conflicts on the Bitterroot River 
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Habitat and Water Quality Issues 

Social Conflicts  
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Rock Creek Mine
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Status and Conservation Needs for 
Westslope Cutthroat Trout in Southwest Montana FWP, 2011)
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Fishing Tournaments 

Milk River and Fresno Reservoir Water Management 

Dace Conservation 
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Fresno Reservoir Water Management Recommendations*
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Fishing Tournaments 

Milk River Water Management
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Native Species Conservation 
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Coldwater Zone 

339



Transition Zone 

Warmwater Zone 

340



Coldwater Zone 
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Transition Zone 
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Warmwater Zone 
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Coldwater Zone 

Transition Zone 
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Warmwater Zone 
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Walleye Stocking 

Walleye Catch Rates 

Tournaments 
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NATIVE SPECIES CONSERVATION 
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NATIVE SPECIES CONSERVATION 
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Management Plan for North 
Dakota and Montana Paddlefish Stocks and Fisheries
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Stipulations incorporated into Contest Rules under Authority of MCA 87-3-121: 
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Memorandum of 
Understanding Concerning Montana Arctic Grayling Restoration
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Restoration Plan for Bull Trout in the Clark Fork River Basin 
and Kootenai River Basin in Montana An Integrated Stream Restoration and 
Native Fish Conservation Strategy for the Blackfoot River Basin Flathead Lake 
and River Co-Management Plan, 2001 – 2010

Clark Fork River Native Salmonid Restoration Plan Columbia 
Headwaters Recovery Unit Implementation Plan for Bull Trout (Salvelinus confluentus)

Columbia Headwaters Recovery Unit Implementation Plan for Bull Trout 
(Salvelinus confluentus) St. Mary Recovery Unit Implementation Plan for Bull 
Trout (Salvelinus confluentus) Recovery Plan for the Coterminous United States 
Population of Bull Trout (Salvelinus confluentus)
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,

Mysis
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Recovery Plan for the Kootenai River Population
Critical Habitat Revised Designation for the Kootenai River Population of White 

Sturgeon (Acipenser transmontanus): Final Biological Opinion on the Effects 
of the Federal Columbia River Power System on Five Endangered or Threatened Species 

Biological Opinion on the Effects to Listed Species from Operations of the 
Federal Columbia River Power System Fish and Wildlife Service Biological 
Opinion Regarding the Effects of Libby Dam Operations on the Kootenai River White Sturgeon, 
Bull Trout, and Kootenai Sturgeon Critical Habitat Clarification of the 2006 
Fish and Wildlife Service Biological Opinion Regarding the Effects of Libby Dam Operations on 
the Kootenai River White Sturgeon, Bull Trout, and Kootenai Sturgeon Critical Habitat
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Management Plan for Montana and North Dakota Paddlefish 
Stocks and Fisheries 
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Revised Recovery Plan for the Pallid Sturgeon 
(Scaphirhynchus albus) Biological Opinion on the Operation of the Missouri 
River Mainstem Reservoir System, the Operation and Maintenance of the Bank Stabilization and 
Navigation Project, the Operation of the Kansas River Reservoir System, and the Implementation 
of the Missouri River Recovery Management Plan ; Pallid Sturgeon Range-wide 
Stocking and Augmentation Plan Memorandum of Understanding for Upper 
Basin Pallid Sturgeon Recovery Implementation 

Pallid Sturgeon Conservation and Management Plan for Montana Upper 
Basin Pallid Sturgeon Survival Estimation Project 
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Memorandum of Understanding and Conservation Agreement for Sauger (Sander canadensis) 
in Montana)

473



threatened 
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Memorandum and Conservation Agreement for Westslope Cutthroat 
Trout and Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout in Montana

Memorandum and Conservation Agreement for Westslope 
Cutthroat Trout and Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout in Montana 

Conservation Goals for Westslope Cutthroat Trout 
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Conservation goals for Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout 
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MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS
1420 EAST 6TH AVENUE

PO BOX 200701
HELENA, MONTANA 59620-0701

406.444.2535  • FWP.MT.GOV

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks,
through its employees and

citizen commission, provides
for the stewardship of the fish,
wildlife, parks and recreational

resources of Montana, while
contributing to the quality of life

for present and future generations.


